
Foster Parent Certification Path

Attend 
Orientation

Complete 
your family’s 
fingerprints and
background checks

Foster parents can often be certified in as little as 90 days!

Meet your
Treatment TeamComplete your

home visit and
assessment

A youth is
placed in
your home

Earn your
foster parent
certification!

Fill out your
application 
and paperwork

Complete final paperwork
required by your state, 
including medical information

Participate in the
matching process
designed to build
rapport with a
youth prior to
placementComplete training

classes such as
Mandated Reporter
and First Aid/CPR

Complete trauma-
informed parenting
classes and learn
about the ARC model

Please note that this certification process is not exact, and will vary by state, county, and your licensing agency.


